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Meet John “Da Hulk” Schuelke, our new Vice President for ABATE of Alaska
He is a long time rider who owns several bikes including a trike so he can ride year round.
He can be counted on and will be an excellent addition to the ABATE board.
He works on his bikes himself including custom paint jobs on several of them. If anyone
sees him out and about make sure to ask him about the custom real flame paint job he did
on a past trike.
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EAGLE RIVER TRIATHLON VOLUNTEERS
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ABATE of Alaska would like to thank all of the volunteers who came
out early on Sunday morning to assist with the Road Guard duties all day
long at the 2018 Eagle River Triathlon! We had an awesome day with very
few issues and incredible weather! Our volunteers included Michael Sweet,
David Ellis and Dee Gore of the Ascendants, RC of the Alaska Vets, Terry
Lee, John and Jean Maxey, Shane MacDougal of the Green Knights MMC,
along with these members of the ABATE of Alaska Board and Officers, Ken
Coston, Ed Rutledge, Judith Smith, Dan “RC” Owens, and Big Dave Grizzly!
Thank you all for your hard work and great support!
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Motorcycle Riders Foundation’s Kirk ‘Hardtail’ Willard Recipient of Coveted
Sturgis Freedom Fighter Award

New ABATE of
Alaska bylaws
can be found
at:
https://
abateofalaska.c
om/documents/
policies/
bylaws.pdf

WASHINGTON, DC – The Sturgis Motorcycle Museum Hall
of Fame recently issued an
announcement confirming
the incoming class of the
2018 Hall of Fame-ers. Each
year, the Sturgis Motorcycle
Museum & Hall of Fame recognizes individuals or groups
who have made a long-term,
positive impact on the motorcycle community. This year’s
class is noteworthy and diverse featuring artisans and
craftsmen, philanthropic
organizations and several
women; all who have made
an impact in the world of
motorcycling. However, this
year, a special award category, designated as The Freedom Fighter Award, was identified. The recipient for 2018
is the Chairman of the Board
of Directors and President of
the Motorcycle Riders Foundation, Kirk “Hardtail”
Willard.
Hardtail, as he is known in
the motorcycle rights world, is
spoken upon with the highest
regard from riders representing all walks of life. From the
aftermarket industry and
original equipment manufacturers to the motorcycle clubs
and state motorcycle rights’
organizations, he is known as
a force to be reckoned with.
Logging thousands upon
thousands of miles on his

motorcycles, his objectives
have always stayed pure; to
promote and preserve motorcycle riders’ freedoms and lifestyle. He has done just this not
only locally in his home state of
Wisconsin, but nationally and
internationally through his work
with the Motorcycle Riders
Foundation.
A Lengthy List of Accomplishments
His name is synonymous with
the Motorcycle Riders Foundation; an organization of motorcycle rights activists directly
responsible for the historic
repeal of the federal government funding incentive for
states to require a helmet to
ride a motorcycle. Though Hardtail himself worked to steer the
MRF and its supporters in their
efforts to ban National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
employees to lobby state governments to implement univer

sal protective gear laws. He
worked tirelessly throughout the
years, refuting EPA’s “Color and
Chrome” initiative which would
only allow riders to make cosmetic changes to their bikes, but
would affect their performance
through emission control devices.
Prior to his taking over as Chairman of the MRF Board of Directors, he helped voice support to
establish (and eventually expand)
the only national lobby and advocacy day for bikers in the nation’s
Capital.
Known as “Bikers Inside the Beltway” Hardtail helped to augment
this yearly gathering into a highly
anticipated powerhouse of an
event, attracting hundreds of bikers from across the country to
Washington, D.C. to meet with
their elected officials. In recent
years, the event has expanded,
bringing rider education and training tools directly to the Capitol for
lawmakers and staff to experience as well as plans to collaborate with the House Motorcycle
Caucus this year in an event to
recognize May as Motorcycle
Awareness Month.
In more recent years, Hardtail’s
leadership and work on the federal highway transportation bill lead
to provisions which ended all federal funding of motorcycle only
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Please donate to
support your ABATE
of Alaska

checkpoints which had been
used as a way to target those
who ride under the guise of
“compliance checks.” He was
also one of the catalysts in
resurrecting the Motorcyclist
Advisory Council – a group of
riders with a direct connection
to the nation’s top highway
safety professionals to advise
them on issues of importance
to motorcyclists. And under his
direction in 2017, bipartisan
and bicameral legislation was
introduced, recognizing and
condemning instances of motorcyclist profiling and encouraging states to take action.
Accolades Across Aisles
Those who know him often
compare his leadership style to
that of President Theodore
Roosevelt’s mantra – to walk
softly and carry a big stick. His
tireless and relentless commitment to the motorcycle community has made an impression on his friends and colleagues including Dave Dwyer,
who is a former Board Member
of the Motorcycle Riders Foundation and active member of
ABATE of Wisconsin; “I have
traveled the country with Hardtail and I feel that there is nobody in the United States more
deserving of inclusion in Sturgis Motorcycle Museum Freedom Fighters Hall of Fame than
Kirk “Hardtail” Willard.”

And in Willard’s home state, the
Executive Director of ABATE of
Wisconsin Dave Charlebois said,
"Not only has Hardtail given a
significant amount of time and
effort to the motorcycle rights
movement at the local, state,
and national levels, he has inspired and mentored leaders for
decades and has selflessly ensured we remain strong and
vigilant. I can think of no one
more deserving of inclusion to
the Sturgis Freedom Fighters
Hall of Fame."
Even those not directly involved
in the motorcycle rights world
were aware of his affect on the
motorcycle community. Former
Member of Congress Reid Ribble, who represented the 8th
district of Wisconsin from 20112016 said, “No one could be
surprised by the news that
“Hardtail” has been selected for
the Sturgis Freedom Fighter
Award. He regularly visited me
while I served in Congress and
was among the most effective
advocates for the motorcycling

community that I ever worked
with. He is a true champion of
riders everywhere and this
recognition is well deserved!”
Mr. Willard will be officially
inducted into the Hall of Fame
at the 78th Sturgis Rally set for
August 3-12, 2018. A breakfast and ceremony in honor of
the inductees will
take place at 9am
on Wednesday,
August 9. Tickets
are available online
at https://
www.sturgismuseum.com/Hallof-Fame-Banquet-Tickets or
interested parties can be invited to sit at a table purchased
by the Motorcycle Riders Foundation and ABATE of Wisconsin
in honor of Willard’s induction.
Megan J. Ekstrom
Vice-President, Government
Affairs & Public Relations
Motorcycle Riders Foundation
1325 G Street N.W. Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20005
Phone: (202) 725-5471
Fax: (202) 546-0986
www.mrf.org

Amazon Day
is July 17,
2018!
Shop
Shop
Shop
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2018 BIKERS INSIDE THE BELTWAY WRAP UP
The bar has been raised. Just a few
weeks ago, congressional staffers
and lawmakers started their morning with the sweet roar of motorcycles as the background music as
they shuffled off to their offices.
Almost 150 riders from across
America made their way to the
nation’s capital on Tuesday, May
15. Scores of motorcycles parked
directly in front of the Capitol as
the biggest and best “Bikers Inside
the Beltway” got underway.

ABATE of Alaska
is a non-profit
promoting
motorcycle safety
in the Alaska
community.

This year’s event wasn’t your ordinary lobby day. Though thousands
of advocates supporting different
causes head to the Hill during the
spring and summer months wearing coordinated hats, lapel pins,
and name tags, bikers made their
presence known by being themselves. Donning their leather, cuts,
colors and riding their motorcycle,
150 bikers seemed like 1,500
bikers marching through the halls
of Congress. This was a full-fledged
campaign jam-packed with events.
This year’s event started out with a
communication to congressional
staffers: “The Bikers are Coming to
Town” that circulated throughout
offices on Capitol Hill just days
before the event. 2500 emails
were sent outlining the event, identifying the issues that would be
raised and an invitation to get to
know us better. It set the stage as
the bikes rolled in that Tuesday.
Attendees quickly broke out into
teams, gathered their materials
and set out. Collectively, participants hit almost every office on the
hill to drop off materials including
issue briefs on profiling, ethanol,
the RPM Act and self-driving cars
(see lobbying materials below).
However, it was the 169 actual
face-to-face meetings that were
scheduled which allowed time for a
lengthy discussion on the issues.
And this year, for the first time, a
hand-picked “leadership” team met
with the top influential members of
the Democratic and Republican
parties in both the House and Senate (see the photo of Majority Leader Mitch McConnell) to discuss the
issues and ask for relief.
Through MRF A&E’s generous support, the Congressional Motorcycle
Caucus held an event featuring a

virtual reality motorcycle riding
experience that was presented by
Stacey “Ax” Axmaker. Dozens of
staffers attended as well as Members of Congress from Wisconsin
and Texas. We capped the day by
hosting a debrief and reception at
the local American Legion where
Congressman Tim Walberg from
Michigan came by to address the
crowd and receive his “MRF Legislative Champion of the Year”
award.

And then the results of our efforts
started pouring in. Within days the
co-sponsors of the motorcycle
profiling resolutions increased by
14% and that number continues to
grow. The RPM Act added cosponsors from Texas, Arizona and
Missouri, bringing the total number
of co-sponsors up to 149 in the
House. And last but certainly not

least, just days after our plea for
better consumer education on
ethanol and relief for motorcycles,
H.R.5855 was introduced. The
Consumer Protection and Fuel
Transparency Act which would
expand consumer awareness on
how to safely use fuel containing
more than 10 percent ethanol
including improved labeling, fuel
pump safeguards, and education
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outreach.
All of the examples above and
everything that lead to 2018’s BITB
is pure democracy in action. It is
the proof that 150 people can
make a difference in a matter of
hours. This is why the Motorcycle
Riders Foundation continues to be
the only association in Washington,
D.C. dedicated to speaking on
behalf of the 8.5 million street
riders across America. Because if
you don’t stand up for your rights,

who will?
It is organizations like yours that
we must thank for this early success. It is through your participation, your financial investment and
your dedication that we can continue to make our voices heard in our
nation’s capital. From all of us at
the MRF, your Board of Directors,

volunteers and dedicated staff, we
thank you for your continued support and in making this the best
Bikers Inside the Beltway to date.
Megan J. Ekstrom
Vice-President, Government
Affairs & Public Relations
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BIKERS INSIDE THE BELTWAY—BIG DAVES STORY
Bikers Inside the Beltway is an annual event sponsored by the Motorcycle Riders Foundation
(MRF) that is held each year
in Washington, DC. Michael
‘Boz’ Kerr created the event
when he wanted to find a
way to embolden MRF
members and help them be
more effective. This was my
second year to attend.
This year was an incredibly effective year, as not only did we have over 150 bikers on the hill lobbying Congress, we also had several members of many national 1% clubs there as well. They attended special meetings setup with the Speaker of the House and the party leads for the House and
Senate. Although several attended the event last year, most did not actually lobby. This was a major milestone for the MRF and Bikers Inside the Beltway!
This year, the following issues
were our top priorities when
meeting with our legislators.
• Pass the RPM Act (S.203 and
H.R.350)
• Make sensible changes to the
Renewable Fuel Standard
• Co-Sponsor the Anti-Profiling
Resolution (H.Res.318 and
S.Res.154)
• Identify the AV START Act
(S.1885) as the only federal legislation that requires motorcycles as a component of the Safety
Evaluation Report

A.B.A.T.E. of Alaska
works closely with our
business partners

Motorcycles
make up about
3% of the

"normal" traffic
flow.

Alaska had some additional bragging rights this year as we were the first state to have 100% of our
delegation co-sponsor both the Anti-Profiling Resolution (H.Res.318 and S.Res.154) and the RPM
Act (S.203 and H.R.350).
Thank you all for your support while I fight for your rights. Without your participation to contact
your legislators, I would be unable to be as effective.
David "Big Dave Grizzly" Monroe
ABATE of Alaska, Board Chairman
MRF State Rep—Alaska
MRF Reps Rep, MRF Board of Directors

MRF Press releases keep
you informed of what is
going on in our nation’s
capitol. Join the MRF
today!

Page 5

ABATE of Alaska Newsletter

June 2018

Learn to Ride
ABATE of Alaska has proudly offered Motorcycle Safety
classes since 1991.
Motorcycle Safety class registration is now open for the
2018 rider education season!
Basic and Experienced classes
started the last weekend in
April and continue through
the entire summer, ending
mid-September depending on
weather.
There are classes to meet any
and all of your motorcycling
desires. Currently offered are
three riding course classes
and one introductory class. If
it has been over 5 years since
your last class it is time to
take a refresher course.
•
Kickstart Program
Course for those needing a
little more practice before
taking the BRC Course.
This course includes a training motorcycle and helmet if
needed.
•
Basic Rider Course
(BRC)
Beginning riders or experienced riders returning to mo-

torcycling.
Curriculum consists of
classroom and riding. Motorcycles provided for each
student.
Knowledge and skills test
for M1 endorsement.
•
Basic Rider
Course 2 (BRC2)
Completed on your own
motorcycle.
No classroom session, riding and instruction on the
range.
Knowledge and skills test
for M1 endorsement.
•
Basic Rider
Course 2 – with Passenger
Same as BRC2 but with a
passenger
•
DMV Road Test
Must be taken on your own

motorcycle.
Proof of registration and insurance required.
Must have a permit prior to
taking test.
Scheduling, registration, and
prices available on line at
WWW.ABATEOFALASKA.C
OM
For more information (and to
pick up your workbook) contact
Alaska Leather, 3611 Minnesota Drive.
To sign up for MSF classes,
including 3 Wheel Basic RiderCourse and Sportbike Courses,
in the MatSu Valley, visit
http://www.valleyabate.com

ABATE of Alaska has
more than 100
years combined
teaching experience.

Downtown at the Anchorage Market & Festival stop by and visit our booth.
Abate raffle tickets on sell $10.00 each. 1st prize is $1500.00, 2nd prize $600.00, and 3rd
prize $400.00. Drawing September 15, 2018.
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Bike Blessing 2018
This year’s Gathering at the Bike Blessing,
on Saturday, May 5th, was a huge success.
We expanded the event to use the entire
Memorial Block of Park Strip. We had
never done that before. The new layout and
coordination with the City reduced impact
to traffic around the area.
We estimate that 1,200 bikes 2,000 visitors
participated.
This new layout now allows us more space
to accommodate vendors with trailers and
larger vehicles. It also allows space to include the Midnight Sun Street Rod association to participate. Six cars and trucks
showed up with more to come next year.
The commercial vendors participating this
year included Alaska Leather, House of
Harley, Team CC, Mad Hatter, Stan Tebow
Allstate Ins., Steampunk Bling, Lund Video
Editing, Dragon’s Lash and Anchorage
Yamaha.
And our food vendors continue to grow and
change. This year we had Tiki Pete’s Island
Dogs cart, Holly Dogs cart, Lb4Lb BBQ
Ribs and Catfish, Big Dogs Corndogs and

Glacier Bowl. We are always looking for
new and different food vendors to add to the
variety of offerings.
Of course the thirteen participating Motorcycle Clubs and Riding Groups are the backbone of the event. Lb4LB, STNMC, Biker’s
Life Church, BACA, Green Knights MC,
HOG, Red & White Support, Red & White
Fairbanks, Alaska Vets MC, Disciple Christian MC, CMA, Diamond Girls MC, and The
Ascendants.
And we had several non-profits participating.
AWAIC, Community Pregnancy Center, Art
by Alex and Katie’s Handprint.
Above all else we would like to thank Greg
Porter for his magnificent job as MC and his
continuing endorsement of Abate of Alaska.
He has secured a permanent job as our MC
for this event and we are proud to have him.
We are looking forward to 2019 being even
more exciting!
Ed Rutledge
President of ABATE of Alaska
Co-Chair of the Bike Blessing & Gathering
Planning Committee

In May I saw about five people I know to be ABATE members picking up trash along the
highway. I thank ABATE and these people for taking such pride in our community and
volunteering their time, not only to ABATE, but to clean up our city. There’s nothing
glamorous about picking up trash along the highway, I do it, and the difference it makes
is huge!!! Thank you so much! I’m so proud of you! Your work makes a positive
difference and is greatly appreciated!
Thank you!!!
Bobbe Reilly
Anchorage Resident
Lifetime ABATE Member

PUBLIC NOTICE:
ABATE of Alaska has updated our ByLaws as of 05 April 2018 to bring them
into compliance with current Alaska state
laws and regulations. You can view them
at:
https://abateofalaska.com/documents/
policies/bylaws.pdf
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ABATE has
offered
motorcycle
safety classes
since 1991.
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Help Support ABATE of Alaska By Purchasing Advertising in This Newsletter
Did you know that you can purchase
advertising space in future editions of
this newsletter?
You can reach out to our members with
your unique message.
ABATE of Alaska publishes our very own
newsletter up to four times a year and
emails or prints out 350 to 500 copies
to distribute directly to our members,

Ad Size

display at our Business Member locations, and also to hand out the motorcycle community events that our members
attend.

ABATE of Alaska always encourages our
membership to frequent the businesses
that support our freedom to ride and
rights.

Running your advertisements in our
newsletter is a great way to not only
support ABATE of Alaska, but also show
our members that you support ABATE as
well.

For more information, please contact us
at: pr@abateofalaska.com

Approx.
Dimension

Member
Price

Ken Coston
ABATE of Alaska
Membership Coordinator

Full Price

Business Card

1.7" x 3.0"

Free

$15.00

1/4 Page

4.75" X 3.5"

$20.00

$25.00

1/2 Page

9.5" x 7.2"

$35.00

$45.00

Full Page

9.5" x 3.5"

$75.00

$100.00
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Donate to ABATE of Alaska When You Shop at Online at Amazon
YOU CAN HELP ABATE OF ALASKA EARN
DONATIONS JUST BY SHOPPING ON
AMAZON!

way for you to support your favorite charitable organization every time you shop,
at no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact
same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable
organization. You can choose from nearly one million organizations to support
but we hope that you’ll choose us.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile?

Did you know you can shop on Amazon
as you normally do and donate to ABATE
of Alaska?

Please go to https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/92-0095913 to select ABATE of Alaska and then shop using http://
smile.amazon.com.
What is AmazonSmile?

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to
smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device.
You may also want to add a bookmark to
smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at
AmazonSmile.
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby
registry, and other account settings are
also the same.
Can I change my charity?

Yes, you can change your charity any
time. Your AmazonSmile purchases after
the change count towards your newly
selected charity.
Can you use AmazonSmile through your
mobile Amazon app?

Not at this time. You’ll need to shop
using your web browser to access
https://smile.amazon.com.
I have more questions. Where can I get
more info about AmazonSmile?

Just click here to learn even more about
AmazonSmile: https://
smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about

Donate to ABATE of Alaska When You Shop at Fred Meyer

YOU CAN HELP ABATE OF ALASKA EARN DONATIONS JUST BY SHOPPING WITH YOUR FRED MEYER REWARDS CARD!
Fred Meyer is donating $2.5 million per year to non-profits in Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington, based on where their customers tell them to give. Here’s how the program works:



Sign up for the Community Rewards program by linking your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to ABATE of Alaska at
www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards. You can search for us by our name or by our non-profit number 92866.



Every time you shop and use your Rewards Card, you are helping ABATE of Alaska earn a donation!



You still earn your Rewards Points, Fuel Points, and Rebates, just as you do today.



If you do not have a Rewards Card, they are available at the Customer Service desk of any Fred Meyer store.



For more information, please visit www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards.
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Please check the Alaska Biker Runs calendar for the most up-to-date info:
http://www.akbikerruns.com
July 2018 Biker Runs

Alaska
Biker
Runs

August 2018 Biker Runs
“It wasn't until I went to college and I got my
first motorcycle that I understood the thrill of
speed.”
-Vin Diesel

September 2018 Biker Runs

Christmas in
July is
Sunday, July
22, 2018
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ABATE of Alaska is a nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving the rights and
promoting the safe riding practices of Alaskan motorcycle enthusiasts.
ABATE of Alaska is a freedom of choice organization. We embrace the maxim “Let Those
Who Ride Decide.” We believe that the rider is best able to decide the type of motorcycle
to ride, and the type and extent of safety gear worn. Our objectives include monitoring
motorcycle related legislation locally and nationally; offering affordable rider safety courses
as prescribed by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation; and demonstrating our commitment to
civic affairs through charitable measures.
ABATE of Alaska offers activities and the brotherhood of fellow motorcyclists. We stand
for the rights of ALL motorcyclists to ensure that we and our children will be able to enjoy
the freedoms we hold so dear. Membership is open to everyone interested in preserving
personal freedoms.

ABATE of Alaska Business Member Listings
Support these businesses who support your freedom to ride!

Alaska Leather

The Motorcycle Shop

House of Harley Davidson

Pen Dragon Alaska

Foster & Co. LLC

Denali Alaskan Federal C.U.

Bosco’s

Alaska Mining & Diving

Neighbors Windows & Doors

Team CC

Anchorage Billiard Palace

C’N’R Services

Ron Webb Paving

PrimeLending

Page 19

A.B.A.T.E. of Alaska, Inc
"Riders of the Last Frontier"
P.O. Box 92213
Anchorage, Alaska 99509-2213
Rider Education
Phone: 907-562-2324
http://www.learntoridealaska.com

The ABATE of Alaska Newsletter is the official publication of ABATE of Alaska,
Inc. This publication is distributed to members, other motorcycle organizations and interested parties nationwide. ABATE of Alaska accepts no responsibility for the comments and/or opinions contained within. Opinions expressed
are solely the author’s and do not necessarily reflect those of ABATE of Alaska; its Board, Officers, or other members. The information obtained within this
newsletter has been obtained from a multitude of sources and believed to be
reliable, as well; the Editor has exercised reasonable care to ensure its accuracy.

Come visit us on the web!
Web: http://www.abateofalaska.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/abateofalaska
Google+: https://plus.google.com/+AbateofAlaskaPlus
Twitter: https://twitter.com/AbateofAlaska
Instagram: http://instagram.com/abateofalaska?ref=badge
Pinterest: http://www.pinterest.com/abateofalaska

